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Intro

Today we will 7"pa learn 75 97 of mwn wRI NOOH.
Some of the topics we will learn about today include:

More discussion about the actual process of questioning and
examining the witnesses who have come to testify about seeing
the new moon

A description of the actual process of sanctifying the month in
the Bais HaMikdash

Discussion about whether one is permitted to make models of
the heavenly constellations.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about
include:

WTINA MY

In the times of the Bais HaMikdash, the new month would be
determined by the Sanhedrin, which sat in the Lischas HaGazis
in the Bais HaMikdash.

When witnesses observed a new moon, they would travel to
Yerushalayim to testify before Beis Din. After determining the
accuracy of their testimony, the Beis Din would pronounce the
beginning of the new month.

Once the new month was proclaimed, Beis Din at first used the
system of torches - and later sent messengers to the rest of Eretz
Yisrael and beyond, to spread the word, specifically in those
months which contained Yomim Tovim or fast days that are
dependent upon the date of the month.

7on wTn - a deficient month of 29 days

R5» wTIN - a full month of 30 days

Let's explain:

The lunar month consists of either 29 or 30 days.

If the o7 came on the 30th day of the month, and testified that
they saw the new moon, the Beis Din would proclaim that day
to be wTin WX - the first day of the new month, leaving the
outgoing month with 29 days, a 7on wmn - a deficient month.
If the ©7v did not come on the 30th day of the month - or even if
no 07y came at all - the Beis Din would proclaim the 31st day
of the month to be win WK - the first day of the new month,
leaving the outgoing month with 30 days, a X5» wmin - a full
month.

MR POR

It is forbidden to make forms and models of certain items,
learned out from the pasuk 7R pwyn RS. Our gemara discusses
which items are forbidden to replicate, and which items are
permissible.

The actual process of
questioning and examining
the witnesses testifying to
seeing the new moon

The process of
sanctifying the month
in the WTpHN M2

Whether one 1s permitted
to make models of the
heavenly constellations

WTINN NITY

VIR WTN
ND»Y 90N

INNIX IIDN
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So let's review.....

The Gemara elaborates on some of the questions asked of the
witnesses to determine their authenticity, as mentioned in the
Mishnah on the previous Daf.

The Gemara first addresses the question

annT1 ik ey — Was the new moon seen to the north or to the
south? The gemora explains that both answers are really
correct, but that it depends on the time of year.

DMYAN NN XD NN NN X

The simplest way to explain this is found in the Meiri as
elaborated in Artscroll - that during the winter months the sun
along with moon set south of due west, “Due West” meaning
the centerpoint between the north and south poles. While in
the summer the sun and moon set north of due west. There-
fore during the winter months the correct answer would be
annT and during the summer the correct answer would be
NIoXT.

The Gemara next addresses the question

M2 i nnd - How high off the ground was the moon?

DR TV 3 PIR TR MY T NV M2 IR TR "N

If one witness claimed that he saw the moon at the height of two
poles, and one said 3, they are approved, because that is an
acceptable amount for error.

>0 TV IR TARY Y IR TOR

However if one said 3 lengths, and one said 5, they are not
approved, because such a significant discrepancy cannot be
attributed to error.

Some of the questions asked of the witnesses. ..
...to determine their authenticity

M99 I MDY

Both answers are really correct
but that it depends on the time of year

DYRAT N2 IND - AR MR IND

iR mned
SOUTH \ \ NORTH

Winter Wonths' EAST  Swmmer monithsy
whrise
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'3 AN PP 2 23 MWIN TINN

MR IMTY

That is an acceptable amount for error

TV TN
"S53 1MTY
Such a significant discrepancy
CAN'T be attributed to error
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2T WA YN

IR MY PoIvRn YR

If a third witness corroborates the testimony of one of these
witnesses, they now become a new pair of acceptable witnesses,
and the other one of the first pair is discounted.

We proceed with the next Mishnah which describes the actual
proclamation of the new month:

Zugt the Mishna

WTIPD IR 7" I WRI

After the witnesses and their testimony are verified, the Head of
the Bais Din says wpn» - It is sanctified.

As the Gemara explains, we learn this from the Posuk;

ORI 12 DR 1TV IR WD 727 -

Moshe Rabbeinu being the 772 wR -

Then,

WTIPD WTIPR PIAR PNY OV O

All present answer after him wmpn wTPDH.

The declaration of the others is learned, either from

DR INIPN IOR

DOR 2P

OR

TV O TOR

TV NN’ O

The repetition of WP WTPH is learned from WP *RIpPH, plural.
The new month is hereby proclaimed.

The Mishnah continues:

IR POTPR I IR ROV P2IIRI ARV P2

The Tanna Kama holds that the Bais Din is w7p» the new month
regardless of whether the outgoing month is 29 - 9on days - and
the 30th day is declared wmn WX - or the outgoing month is ,X>»
30 days - and the 31st day is declared wmn wxA.

IR PITR AR

MR POTPH PRIDIATIRDI KD DR

DY MU 120V

77312 8”7 holds that if witnesses did not come forth to be wpn
the new month on the 30th day, no further action is needed,
because Heaven has already sanctified the new moon on the
31st day. In other words, it cannot be otherwise. The 31st day
must be wN WRI - the first day of the new month - because a
lunar month cannot have 31 days.

NN MTYS P70 SaN
If a 3rd witness corroborates
the testimony of one of these witnesses,
they now become a new pair
of acceptable witnesses
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The Gemara cites two additional opinions

IR MDD

IR POTPN PRI

MR POTPN I ROV

59 holds that 7“1 is not wipn the month after a yon wn,
because, as Rashi explains, a 7on wmin does not need v, as
this is the natural cycle of the moon. However, 7“2 IS w7 the
month after a X5» wnn which does need pin.

MR PYHYW 7272 WYHR 217

MR POTPHR PRI PN I P2

7“121s not WTpn» any months

DWHNN NIW DR DNWTP IRIY

WIPH IR D730

DWIN WITPN INR R

There is a concept only of sanctifying a year, but not of
sanctifying a month.

And the Gemara concludes
173 "2 MYOR M 705N

The next Mishnah goes back to some details of examining the
oY

Zugt the Mishna

M75Ya Smoa K301 HROM3 127915 A mad s mnT

IR MOPTI NN AR AW

12 IR PRI 7N

Rabban Gamliel had small forms or images of various moon
shapes, which he would use as visual aids to help the witnesses
in expressing their testimony properly and accurately.

The Gemara asks:

"W » - Is one permitted to make replicas of the moon or any
other one of the heavenly constellations? After all, the Pasuk
states;

TR YN R

PR MNTI POPN RS

Do not produce replicas of any of My servants - which would
include the moon?

DafHachaim.org
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»2R cites a series of Braisos by which he shows the scope of this
RO,

The first Braisa details items which can be replicated exactly as
the original.

D27 1IN 2 0TR WY’ KD

One may not build a house to the exact dimensions of the 57,
D2IR 12N 7ITOOR

Nor a structure to the exact dimensions of the oY,

Y T3 I3

Nor a courtyard to the dimensions of the 1y,

oW 1A MHw

aRlatal phiniy pihia

Nor an exact replica of the Shulchan or Menorah -

nW Su1 Y S wnn S 7w HarR

However one may make a Menora of 5, 6, or 8 candles,

oY R MYaw Sy

But a menora of 7 candles, as that which was in the Bais
HaMikdash, is forbidden.

The next Braisa forbids even

1M MYY5 TWoR Rw pwnw - Which cannot be exactly
replicated - as it states;

TR WY R

D12 710> PURWRAWRY MNTO ovn )

Y ou shall not replicate that which serves HaShem in the
Heavens.

However, this Braisa may be referring only to all the four faces
of the wmpn nrn together, upon which the Heavenly throne
rests, which are;

w3,07R,77IR, MW - The face of an ox, lion, human being, and
eagle.

DafHachaim.org
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However . . -
This N2 may be referring
to the four faces of the wTipn NN
TOGETHER,
upon which the Heavenly throne rests
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T2 /7 MR YN

The next Braisa forbids

POV NPV PUBY

Various celestial beings that serve Hashem in the highest of the
seven heavens:

TIR WYN KD

D115 PUNVRAWNDY MNTI YN )

W IR VTPn DYm oo7wI D I9IR 113D

The next Braisa forbids even

PONDA NIV PODY

Celestial bodies which reside one level lower, in the second of
the seven heavens.

This is actually derived from the Posuk in the mna77 nwy -
130 521509 15 Twwn K>

Sumn 0w TR

DN PINI TWRI

YIRS AN DM JURI

As the Braisa expounds

DY TUNR

9T 072919 M3 R MATd

To include the sun, moon, stars and constellations,

Svmn

W OROD Ma1>

To include the angels -

However, this Posuk may be speaking only of when the intent is
D72YY - to worship them - since it is followed by the Posuk;
D72YN R OAY MNNWN RS -

Y ou shall not bow down to them, nor worship them.

And, as evidenced by the Braisa which also expounds this
Posuk as follows;

PIRITOR

NPRI DPPOR NN D7 MYan 00 M

To include mountains, hills, seas, rivers, streams and valleys,
nnnn

ToR MW mab

To include even a small worm - Because, it is forbidden to
worship anything other than Hashem -
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' Therefore, Abaye cites one final Braisa which explicitly forbids
RN7T 7wY - Even only making an image of these the celestial -
bodies - as it states; MIN cites one ﬁ;m]
IR TOYN XD 12"
2305 PRV YWY DT PUYN RS A’

ST 02919 13391 7IO1 AD . .. 11
Y ou shall not make an image of the sun, moon, stars or Wthh eXPhaﬂY tOIbldb

constellations. RO TPVY

TR PRPDR x5
YOIyl G ipi5 1t £/
/)/f/\// PRI \B)/,o[ D [

Therefore, the question arises, how could Rabban Gamliel have

these images of the moon? >
The Gemara at first answers; . . 5
s How could 5x513 127

D0 OIRT

Rabban Gamliel did not make them - rather, non-Jews made
them for him.

However, the Gemara says that nevertheless, one may not keep
them

. RTWN DN - lest he be suspected of worshipping them - 15 1Y DYININT

non—Jews

have these images of the moon?

2
V(me?‘/w/%/i/- .
One may not keep them
INTOR DYOD

Therefore, the Gemara gives three answers:
-1- 1
IRW D29

723 0727 1w NI RWIT D
The public will not be suspected of worshipping Avoda Zarah, ’J &w nq: ﬁ

and since Rabban Gamliel was the Xw3, there were always DL PRI ol 7D /.’:9? Yo
people around him, and his dwelling was considered a public

place. The public will not be suspected
-2- 1007S 111111
R— of worshipping "MT NTI2D

The moon shapes of Rabban Gamliel were made of interlock-
ing pieces, and were only constructed for the purpose of 2
showing the witnesses. Otherwise, they were in pieces, which is

permissible. njn DSP'\Dﬂ
The moon shapes were made
of interlocking PIECES,
O and were only constructed
for showing the witnesses
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-5-
. T2Y MO

Rabban Gamliel used these models for the sake of learning and 3

teaching how exactly the moon should appear, which is
72y md5nno

permissible, as the Pasuk regarding sorcery states;
D7 DM MAYIND MwYH 75N RS

From which we learn that one may not study for the purpose of These models were for the sake
of learning and teaching

following and copying the ways of the goyim, however
M P> b AnR Har
One may learn and study for the purpose of understanding and

teaching others. FW/M?/ _w,,m?/
m“'&i’)’: b X5
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